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unsatisfactory to depend on the benevolence of the factory owner for
parks, museums, art galleries, and other amenities. In a better social
system the profits of the industrial age would produce these amenities
as a first charge. However, it is not for a geographer to dwell on these
purely sociological aspects of the city problem.

Lewis Mumford's conclusions as to the seeds of decay inherent in
a giant city should be read by everyone interested in our evolving
civilization. He points out in his book Culture of Cities5 that the city
rose as a special kind of environment favourable to nurture and educa-
tion, because it was a protected environment. In the small city, co-
operative actions prevailed over the more predatory modes of life. But
the giant city tends to produce many of the evils of "crowd associations."
Most forms of crime are more prevalent. Many activities are only pur-
sued vicariously, such as the games and boxing matches. In time of
war the "megalopolis" is particularly vulnerable from the air. Its huge
populations are readily brought to the verge of starvation when outside
supplies are merely interrupted. High land values and high costs of
transport all increase with the congestion. Recreation spaces, at the
rate of one acre for 300 persons, can be provided in reasonably-sized
cities; but New York has only one acre of space for each 1,234 persons.
However, Mumford sees the end of this unhealthy growth in the
"cutting off" of the supply of new citizens from the countryside or
elsewhere. After a city grows beyond forty or fifty thousand it fails
to reproduce the full quota of its citizens. The decline of the birth-rate
will cut down all immigration. These are perhaps the chief reasons why
in the next stage of our civilization we shall see much smaller cities
than today.

CANBERRA, A CITY BUILT TO PLAN

One of the most interesting human clusters is that of Canberra,
the capital of the Commonwealth of Australia. Most of the world's
chief capitals have been fairly large towns before they became of great
political importance. For instance, there was a considerable population
at Ottawa before it was chosen for the capital in 1858. However,
Canberra belongs to this century's history, and every detail of its
development is ascertainable. Moreover, the writer had a fairly close
personal association with the capital, which may add to the interest
of this brief record.

eMumford, loc. eft.